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Thursday 3rd September  ð First day of term 1 
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Welcome to our Term 6 Newsletter! 

 

As another extraordinary school year draws to a close, I find myself 

reflecting with immense pride on everything we have achieved 

together as a school community. 

 

This year has been filled with memorable moments, exciting 

opportunities and remarkable successes. From classroom 

achievements and educational visits to performances, sporting 

events, fundraising and community projects, our pupils have 

continued to demonstrate resilience, determination and a willingness 

to embrace every opportunity that comes their way. 

 

One of the highlights of the year has undoubtedly been Five Acre 

Wood School being recognised as one of the Top 10 schools in the 

world in the World's Best School Prizes 2026 for Innovation. This incredible honour 

belongs to every pupil, member of staff, family and partner who shares our belief that every 

young person deserves ambitious opportunities and meaningful experiences. It is 

wonderful to see the creativity, dedication and innovation that happens every day at Five 

Acre Wood being recognised on a global stage. 

 

Our school community has once again shown its incredible generosity. Thank you to 

everyone who has supported our events this yearðnot only through your fundraising and 

donations, but by attending and helping make them such a success. Events like our 

Charity Football Match not only bring people together but also raise valuable funds that 

enable FAWfilling Futures to continue creating life-changing opportunities for our pupils.  

 

At this time of year, we also say goodbye to many pupils as they move on to the next stage 

of their journey. Whilst it is always difficult to say farewell, we know they leave us with 

wonderful memories, lasting friendships and the skills and confidence to embrace the 

future. We are immensely proud of each and every one of them and wish them every 

success and happiness in the years ahead. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank our incredible staff, families, carers, governors, volunteers, 

supporters and wider community. Your commitment, encouragement and belief in our 

pupils make everything we achieve possible. Together, we continue to create an 

environment where every child can flourish. 

 

I wish you all a happy, safe and restful summer break. We look forward to welcoming 

everyone back in September for another exciting year of learning, opportunity and 

achievement. 
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As the school year comes to a close, we are delighted to reflect on one of the biggest 
achievements in Five Acre Wood School's history. 
 
In June, we were honoured to be named among the Top 10 schools in the world in the Innovation 
category of the World's Best School Prizes 2026. This prestigious international recognition 
celebrates schools that are transforming education and creating outstanding opportunities for 
children and young people. 
 
Being shortlisted is an incredible achievement and recognises 
the innovative approach that has become synonymous with 
Five Acre Wood School. From our pioneering vocational 
projects, including the FAWrient Express, Platform FAW and 
Made FAW You, to our unique learning environments and real
-life experiences, innovation continues to open doors for our 
pupils and help them develop the skills, confidence and 
independence they need for the future. 
 
This achievement belongs to our entire school community. 
Every member of staff plays a vital role in creating opportunities, removing barriers and inspiring 
our pupils to achieve more than they ever thought possible. It is also a reflection of the fantastic 
support we receive from our families, partners, volunteers and wider community, who continually 
help us bring ambitious ideas to life. 
 
Adding to the celebrations, our signing choir released their sixth single, The Climb, on the very 
same day. With its powerful message of perseverance, resilience and believing in yourself, the 
song perfectly captures the spirit of our pupils and the determination that underpins everything we 
do at Five Acre Wood School. 
 

"This recognition belongs to every pupil, every 

member of staff, every family and every partner who 

helps make our school such a special place. It reflects 

a shared belief that all young people deserve 

ambitious opportunities, meaningful experiences and 

the chance to achieve extraordinary things.  

 

Being recognised amongst some of the most 

innovative schools in the world is a tremendous 

honour and a powerful endorsement of our vision. It 

demonstrates what can happen when we live the Five 

Acre Wood Way ï Together Stronger, Pupils First and 

Every Moment Matters." - Peggy Murphy, Principal  

 

We will discover in November whether we have been crowned the World's Best School for 
Innovation. Until then, we would like to thank everyone who has voted for us in the Community 
Choice Award and shared our story. Your encouragement has helped showcase the incredible 
achievements of our pupils on a global stage. 
 
Whatever the outcome, reaching the world's top 10 is a remarkable milestone and one that 

everyone connected with Five Acre Wood School can be immensely proud of. 
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Page 4  Five Acre Wood School Newsletter  

Our recent residential trips to Butlin's, Bognor Regis, gave sixth 
form students the opportunity to enjoy an unforgettable week of 
fun, friendship and new experiences. 
 
Whether they were challenging themselves on the fairground 
rides, making a splash in the swimming pool and flumes, 
competing in laser tag and go-karting, singing their hearts out at 
karaoke, eating fish and chips on the beach, or enjoying the 
evening entertainment, every day was packed with exciting 
activities. 

 
For many students, the residential was about much more than having 
fun. It was an opportunity to develop independence, build confidence 
and strengthen friendships. Students worked together to organise their 
days, prepare meals, manage their spending money and support one 
another throughout the week, demonstrating fantastic teamwork and 
resilience. 
 
The trip also encouraged students to step outside their comfort zones, 
with many trying activities they had never experienced before and 
achieving things they didn't think were possible. 
 
What our students said: 

 
Amy: "My favourite activity was swimming, and I really 

enjoyed the shows."  

Cai: "I loved the laser tag, and I was proud of myself at 

Butlin's. It was exciting!"  

Joel: "Go -karting was the best. I raced with my friends 

and did it independently. I loved it."  

Christopher: "My favourite memory was karaoke and 

singing with my friends."  

Stan: "The most memorable 

thing was going to the beach 

with my friends."  

Lewis: "I liked spending time with my friends and 

dancing."  

Moisha: "I got to do things that I never thought I 

would, and doing that makes me feel proud of 

trying."  

Stanley: "I liked being with my friends from 

other classes, doing laser tag with them and 

having a laugh with other pupils and staff from 

Sixth Form. It was an amazing time."  

The smiles, laughter and memories made will stay with our 
students for a long time. A huge thank you to all the staff who 
supported the trips and helped make it such a wonderful 
success. 
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Well, here we are ï the end of another school year. The summer holidays are just around the 

corner, and what an incredible year it has been. 

I want to start by saying how incredibly proud I am of being associated with FAW. Whether 

you're a pupil, member of staff, parent or volunteer, you have all played a part in making FAW 

School such a special place. The achievements this year have been remarkable, and to top it 

all off, being recognised as one of the top ten schools in the world for innovation is simply 

amazing. What an incredible accomplishment. Congratulations! 

As I write what will be my final newsletter article, I find myself reflecting on just how much this 

school has come to mean to me.  

I've been fortunate enough to visit Five Acre Wood four times over the past year, and I've 

loved following updates, especially in the Outdoor Learning Environment (OLE). I hope many 

of you are continuing to enjoy that wonderful space. I'm incredibly proud to have played a 

small part in helping bring it to life, but even more grateful to everyone who has given their 

time, energy, donations and support to make it what it is today. Together you've created 

something truly special. I hope that many more pupils can enjoy it for years to come. 

These articles have given me the opportunity to pause, reflect and appreciate the good things 

that happen around us. In the busyness of life, it's so easy to overlook the small moments, yet 

they're often the ones that matter the most. Every achievement, every smile, every act of 

kindness and every step forward deserves to be recognised. They may not always seem like 

big moments at the time, but they make a huge difference, not only to ourselves but to 

everyone around us. Never be afraid to celebrate those moments ï they're worth celebrating. 

So, what's next? Perhaps next year some of you might become the newsletter writers. I'd love 

to read about everything that's happening across the school through your eyes. Tell us about 

the amazing meals coming out of the new kitchen, the adventures in the OLE, the goats, the 

planters, the wildlife and all the exciting things you're discovering. There will always be stories 

waiting to be told, and I know they would bring a smile to so many faces. 

As the holidays begin, I hope you all find time to rest, recharge and enjoy the things that make 

you happy.  For me, that means putting on a little suncream, grabbing a cold drink with plenty 

of ice, finding a shady spot and simply listening to the world around me. The birds singing, the 

gentle buzz of insects, the distant sound of aeroplanes overhead ï they all help me slow 

down. Even the smell of suncream brings back happy memories of places I've been, 

adventures I've had and moments that make me smile. 

Here's to ice creams and warm sunny days. To laughter, calm moments and smiling faces. To 

making memories, finding time to rest, regulating when we need to, and filling our hearts with 

the things that bring us joy. 

Thank you for allowing me to be a small part of your 

journey this year and I genuinely hope my articles have 

brought a smile, a moment of reflection or a little 

encouragement along the way. Take care of yourselves, 

have a wonderful summer, and I look forward to hearing 

about all the amazing things you'll do next year. 

 

Matt 

On behalf of everyone at Five Acre Wood School, thank you, Matt, for your time, encouragement 

and friendship. We are so grateful for your support and you will always be welcome at FAW.  

Michelle Aslett, Communications Officer 
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Our EYFS pupils had a fantastic time taking 
part in Sports Week, enjoying a range of fun 
and inclusive activities designed to 
encourage movement, teamwork and 
confidence. 

Throughout the week, pupils challenged 
themselves to try new activities, celebrated 
each other's successes and developed 
important physical skills through play. The 
highlight of the week was our Sports Day at 
Saplings, where families joined us to cheer 
the children on as they took part in a variety 
of exciting challenges. 

It was wonderful to see every child participating in their own way, 
demonstrating determination, resilience and enthusiasm. The smiles, 

laughter and sense of achievement 
throughout the week were a joy to 
see and reflected the supportive and 
encouraging atmosphere created by 
everyone involved. 

A huge thank you to our staff, 
families and the Outdoor Learning 
Team for helping to make Sports 
Week such a memorable experience 
for our pupils. 

Over the course of a week, Five Acre Wood School celebrated 
another Sports Week, with pupils from across the school taking part 
in a variety of fun and inclusive activities. 

The first three days were dedicated to our Stay and Play events, 
where families joined our Structured Learning Approach pupils to 
enjoy a range of engaging activities, celebrating participation, 
physical development, and spending quality time together. 

Although exceptionally hot weather meant Thursday and Friday's 
traditional Sports Days had to move indoors, pupils embraced the 
change with enthusiasm, competing in a variety of team games and 
sporting challenges. Their resilience, determination and positive 
attitudes were outstanding. It was wonderful to see so many smiles, 

celebrations and achievements across the week, with every 
pupil given the opportunity to take part, challenge themselves, 
and experience success. 

A huge thank you to all of the staff, volunteers and families who 
helped organise and support our Sports Days. Your hard work 
ensured the events ran smoothly and created lasting memories 
for our everyone. We are already looking forward to next 
year's Sports Days! 

S p o r t s  D a y s  a t  L o o s e  

E Y F S  S p o r t s  W e e k  
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M o n s t e r  K i c k a b o u t  

Our students had the incredible opportunity to attend the 
Monster Kickabout event, organised by Nike and Sports 
Direct, after winning a competition to secure their place. We 
were especially proud to be the only Special Educational 
Needs (SEN) school invited to take part. 

 
The day was packed with 
exciting football activities, with 
students rotating through a 
series of round-robin coaching 
sessions led by professional coaches. The activities encouraged 
teamwork, skill development, confidence, and, most importantly, fun. 
 
A real highlight of the event was meeting 
former England Lioness Jill Scott, who 
spent time with the students, inspiring 
them with her achievements and passion 
for the game. 
 
To make the day even more memorable, 
every student received a brand-new pair 

of football boots and a Sports Direct T-shirt to take home. 
 
The event was a fantastic experience for our students, giving them 
the chance to represent the school, develop their football skills, and 
create lasting memories. We are incredibly proud of how they 

N E W S  F R O M  A R O U N D  T H E  S C H O O L  

F o o t b a l l  I n t e r h o u s e  T o u r n a m e n t  

Our annual Interhouse Football Competition at Snodland 
brought together students from our four school houses ï 
Dover, Hever, Rochester, and Leeds ï for an exciting day of 
friendly competition and teamwork. 
 
Each team competed in a series of fast-paced 15-minute 
matches, with every player demonstrating determination, 
resilience, and excellent sportsmanship. The atmosphere 
throughout the day was fantastic, with students who were not 
playing enthusiastically cheering on their classmates, 
creating a supportive and inclusive environment where 
everyone felt encouraged. 

 
A special highlight of the event was a surprise visit from Iggy, the mascot from Maidstone United 
F.C.. Iggy brought plenty of energy and excitement, meeting students, posing for photos, and 
cheering on each of the teams throughout the competition. 
 
The Interhouse Football Competition was a wonderful celebration of teamwork, school spirit, and 
participation. We are incredibly proud of all our students for the respect and encouragement they 
showed both on and off the pitch, making the event a memorable success for everyone involved. 


