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Inside this issue:  

¶ FAWever Choir Single 

Release 

¶ Work Placement 

Opportunities 

¶ Christmas Events 

Dates for your diary:  

Monday 5th January ð First day of term 3 

 

Monday 26th January ð HPV immunisations 
(Year 8 pupils only)  

 

Friday 13th February ð Last day of term 3 

 

Monday 23rd February ð First day of term 4 
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Our Cover Stars:  

The FAWever Choir on 

the cover of their new 

single, This Is Me (turn to 

page 3) 



Welcome to our Term Two Newsletter! This edition captures the 

energy, achievements, and celebrations that have filled our school 

community over the past few months, including the excitement of 

the build-up to Christmas.  

Firstly, I would like to extend a warm welcome to our newest pupils 

and families who have joined us. We hope your first terms at Five 

Acre Wood have been positive, welcoming, and full of opportunities 

to shine. A warm welcome also goes to our new staff members, 

who have quickly become valued parts of our team.  

I am delighted to share that this term the school was awarded once 

again the Leading Parent Partnership Award (LPPA). This 

recognition reflects our ongoing commitment to building strong, collaborative relationships with 

families and ensuring parents and carers feel informed, involved, and supported. The 

reassessment report praised our strong sense of community and identity, our tailored 

communication approaches, and our inclusive family events. Our stay and play activities have 

proved popular, giving parents valuable opportunities to see how their children learn and how the 

school supports them. A huge thank you to everyone who contributed to achieving this award 

and for your shared commitment to putting pupils first.  

I must also mention how well our pupils, and staff, have coped with last minute changes to 

classrooms and workspaces at our Loose site while building work takes place. Although these 

changes are temporary, they can still cause uncertainty for some, yet everyone has adapted 

brilliantly. The building work will continue into the new year, but the additional space it will 

provide will be invaluable for further learning and play.  

Christmas activities and events around the school have been a joy to watch and hear about. 

From carol singing to stay-and-plays, winter sports day, fairs, pantomimes, and the wonderful 

displays of Christmas jumpers and decorations, our school community has truly come alive with 

festive spirit. I hope you are able to carry this joy home and enjoy a wonderful Christmas and 

New Year with your children. 

Hereôs to a fantastic year ahead at Five Acre Wood School! 
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F A W e v e r  C h o i r  S h i n e  w i t h  N e w  S i n g l e  

It has been another busy term for our FAWever Choir. 
Not content with releasing a single earlier this year, 
they managed to squeeze in another before 
Christmas ï and this time, it is entirely them. Free 
from autotune or overdubbed backing vocals, This Is 
Me is the choirôs latest release, already having 
achieved an impressive number 7 spot in the iTunes 
Dance Chart. Pupils have worked incredibly hard this 
term, taking recording and filming pressures in their 
stride as true superstars. 

The music video was filmed around the Loose school 
site, capturing pupils in their element alongside their 
friends, singing their hearts out and being 
unapologetically themselves. Recording also took place 
locally, with support from our fantastic connections to 
achieve the best possible sound and final result. Now 
familiar with the process of releasing a single, the choir 
embraced every challenge, and the song perfectly 
showcases their talent and confidence. Their unfiltered 
performance reinforces the message at the heart of the 
track: be proud, be confident, be yourself. This is them. 

The pupilsô confidence did not waver when they 
performed a live premiere of the track at the 
Variety Golf Christmas Dinner at the London 
Hilton on release day. Despite a long journey, 
they were full of energy, wowing the audience 
with a performance that will be remembered for a 
long time. While we cannot bottle that 
experience, the song and video are available to 
stream on YouTube. 

 

A huge thank you to everyone involved in bringing 

this single to life: Lee Rose, DeeVu Records, Kevin 

Thorpe, Mark Doggett and Big Jam Productions. Our 

FAWever Choir practise whenever possible and 

have performed at a range of events this term. While 

their popularity continues to grow ï let us ensure 

they keep showcasing their talents and confidence 

and enjoy every moment as they continue their rise 

to stardom.  



Since the opening of the FAWrient Express Training Academy caf®, 
our collaboration with Costa has gone from strength to strength ð 
and we could not be more grateful. From sharing knowledge and 
expertise to providing funding, volunteers, and invaluable 
connections. Their continued commitment has helped us create 
meaningful Preparing for Adulthood pathways for our young people. 

Pupils have thoroughly 
enjoyed visiting the 
caf®, which has 
supported their 
transitions, boosted 
their confidence, and 
enabled them to 
practise ordering 
independently, 
handling money, and 
building friendships outside the classroom. For our 
older learners, the experience has provided 
meaningful training that they can build upon ð 

offering structured training and a safe space to explore what working life could look likeΦ And, 
with Costaôs further support, they have been able to do exactly that! 
 
Costa has kindly taken some of our older students 
into local stores, offering them opportunities to 
experience real workplace environments first-hand. 
Drawing on everything they learnt aboard the 
FAWrient Express ð along with specialist training 
from Esther at Hope Espresso, who helped establish 
our own small roastery, Platform FAW ð the students 
have begun applying their skills in coffee making, 
customer service, and teamwork with growing 
confidence and independence. This combination of 
Costa-led workshops, hands-on barista training, and 
real business experience is helping them prepare for 
life beyond school in a powerful and authentic way. 

We have received wonderful feedback from store managers who have praised the studentsô work 
ethic, growth, and determination. From being given 
endearing nicknames, to forming new friendships, 
to making drinks like seasoned baristas, each 
student has been thriving in the working world. 
 
We are immensely grateful to the Costa team for 
their ongoing support and for championing 
inclusive opportunities that empower young people 
to thrive, and proud of all of our students for their 
hard work. With more students set to take part in 
the coming months, we are excited to see what 
new accomplishments lie ahead ð watch this 
space! 

 
 

C o s t a  W o r k  P l a c e m e n t s   
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H o w  B e i n g  H e l p f u l  H e l p s  M e  

I first met Matt on his second 
anniversary of working at 
Costa Coffee as a Service 
Engineerð although he 
wasnôt working that day. He 
was on annual leave yet 
chose to spend it with us. 
After previously giving a talk 
to our Preparing for 
Adulthood students, and at a 
later date, returning to help 
build planters in the OLE, he 
felt a strong pull to come 
back once again ï this time, 
to help build a new 
polytunnel.  

Recently diagnosed with 
ADHD and autism, Matt 
instantly felt a connection 
with our pupils. They 
remembered him too ð 
proudly calling him ñthe man 
with the vanò after being 
fascinated by how he can 
control the temperature of his 
vehicle from his phone. 

We spoke about everything 
from engineering to 
emotions, from fishing to 
figuring out life. It became 
clear that Matt has so much 
wisdom to share ð practical, 
honest, and rooted in his own 
neurodiverse experiences. 
So, this term, weôre 
launching a new column 
where Matt offers simple 
ideas for staying calm, 
regulated, and grounded in 
everyday life. Heôs also keen 
for me to mention that 
everything he writes comes 
purely from his perspective 
and lived experience (not 
Costaôs), which makes it all 
the more personal. We hope 
you enjoy learning from him 
as much as we have.   

Michelle Aslett, 
Communications Officer 

 

First, I want to say a huge thank you to Michelle for giving me the 
chance to write a little something in the Five Acre Wood 
Newsletter over the next year. Iôll be sharing my experiences with 
ADHD and what itôs teaching me about myself. 

Itôs been a busy year at Costa Coffee, where I recently became a 
Lead Engineer, now supporting a team of eight. Itôs exciting and 
challenging, so Iôm always finding new ways to manage the load. 

FAW has become a really important emotional outlet for me. 
Every time I arrive, I feel a sense of calm thatôs hard to describe, 
and it always puts a smile on my face. I still remember my first 
visit when I delivered the ñDay in the Life of a Costa Engineerò 
session. I met three groups of amazing young people who were 
getting ready for their next steps into adulthood and work. Their 
curiosity, humour, and enthusiasm really stayed with me. 

During that visit, I also had a full tour of the school and was 
genuinely blown away by the dedication of the staff and how 
much they do to support your children as they grow and prepare 
for the future. It humbled me in a way I hadnôt felt before. 

Alongside volunteering, Iôve been learning about ADHD and 
Autism, and Iôm beginning to understand myself better than ever. 
It feels a bit like pieces of a puzzle finally connectingðwhat once 
felt confusing or negative is slowly becoming something more 
positive and meaningful. 

Something Iôve learned is that many people with ADHD feel 
fairness and equity very strongly. I recognise this in myself, and 
itôs part of why helping at FAW means so much to me. Knowing I 
can contribute, even in small ways, helps me manage those 
difficult feelings and reminds me that I am doing something good. 
I sometimes wonder if thatôs selfish, but Iôve realised that the 
positive impact on the students far outweighs anything I get from 
itðand thatôs what truly matters. 

I write this on a Sunday in November, our Christmas tree is up, 
my daughter Eliza and I have baked cookies, and itôs freezing 
outside. But despite the cold, weôve nearly finished the new 
polytunnel, put two pergola-style planters in place, and the OLE 
welcome area benches and signage are ready to go. 

This year has taught me that volunteering is a giftðone that 
enriches, inspires and energises me. So Iôll leave you with a 
question: What would you like to 
learn in 2026, and why? 

I hope you all have a peaceful 
end to the year and enjoy your 
time together. Iôll start thinking 
about my next piece sooné but 
first, I think a cookie is calling 
my name. 

See you next term, Matt 
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Pupils and staff alike 
had fun dressing up in 
spooky outfits on 
Halloween. From 
pumpkins to ghosts, 
witches and bats, 
everyone looked 
fabulousðif a little bit 
scary! We think 
Lorraine in Loose 

Reception might need 
to do a bit of dusting, 
however; those 
cobwebs are getting 
out of hand.  

N E W S  F R O M  A R O U N D  T H E  S C H O O L  

S p o o k y  C l o t h e s  D a y  R e m e m b r a n c e  D a y  

Students at Snodland created 
remembrance wreaths, which were proudly 
displayed in Snodland Reception. They also 
learned about the history of the poppy and 
the origins of Remembrance Day. Students 
showed great consideration and respect as 
they took part in a two-minute silence. 
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N E W S  F R O M  A R O U N D  T H E  S C H O O L  

Thompson Class enjoyed a fantastic trip to Pumpkin Moon 
towards the beginning of term. The pupils had a wonderful 
time exploring the fields, and choosing what looks like the 
biggest pumpkins they could find! Trips such as these would 
not be possible without the generous support our charityôs 
Acorn Funding, which we are incredibly grateful for.   

 

 

T r i p  t o  P u m p k i n  M o o n  

Students from Years 10 and 11 have enjoyed a fantastic range of 

enrichment experiences this term as part of their Arts Award course. 

W i c k e d  ï W e s t  E n d  M u s i c a l  

Twenty students travelled from West Malling to London Victoria to see 

the West End production of Wicked. The journey provided a valuable 

opportunity to develop travel training skills, and the performance itself 

left everyone captivated. Students are now working on written reviews 

of the show as part of their qualification. 

F i l m i n g  P r o j e c t  a t  C h i s l e h u r s t  

C a v e s  

A student undertaking their Arts Award chose to work on a filming 

project, supported by eight enthusiastic volunteers from across the 

year groups. Labyrinthe LARP generously offered access to sections 

of Chislehurst Caves, as well as costumes and props, enabling the 

group to bring their dramatic ideas to life. Students had an amazing 

time filming, exploring, and learning about the history of the caves. 

We look forward to seeing the final edited film and are incredibly 

grateful to Labyrinthe LARP for their support. 

N a t i o n a l  G a l l e r y  V i s i t  

Another group of twenty Year 10 and 11 students 

visited the National Gallery in London. Alongside 

further travel training, students explored a range 

of artistic styles and movements, including 

Romantic and Rococo works, as well as iconic 

pieces such as Van Goghôs Sunflowers. Each 

student selected artworks to analyse, which will 

inspire the personal art projects they are 

developing for their course. 

A r t s  A w a r d  T r i p s  
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N E W S  F R O M  A R O U N D  T H E  S C H O O L  

D a n c e  S h o w c a s e  

Students have been working hard on the 

Dance Showcase since October. Dance 

offers powerful benefits for students ð 

through structured movement and music, 

pupils have built coordination, developed 

social skills, and boosted their confidence.  

As part of Dance Club, students have 

explored different dance styles, genres of 

music, and ways in which dance can be used to help with wellbeing. 

Everyone has shown enthusiasm, a positive 

attitude, and growing confidence since the very beginning.  

Dance has become a key part of studentsô learning and has been tailored 

to every ability, ensuring all students can participate, express themselves, 

and shine. Choreographing their own routines has allowed them to 

express their personality, make choices, and take ownership of their 

learning. This creativity boosts self-esteem, encourages problem-solving, 

and gives students a meaningful way to communicate their ideas. 

This yearôs music choices were selected 

by the students, based on popular songs 

discussed during sessions. A popular choice this year has been 

KPOP Demon Hunters ñGoldenò. As soon as the music plays it 

boosts motivation, helps them engage more quickly, and creates 

a sense of joy and comfortðperfect for encouraging creativity and 

participation in dance. 

This term, our football teams from Snodland and Loose took part in the 

Kings Hill SEND Football 7-a-side Tournament.  

It was lovely to see everyone thoroughly engaging and playing brilliantly 

throughout the day, showing fantastic teamwork and impeccable 

behaviour both on and off the pitch. Both teams were super supportive of 

not only each other, but of other teams and their sportsmanship earnt 

them a special trophy for their 

encouragement and positivity. 

Congratulations to the enthusiastic 

Snodland team also who received a 

trophy for being the first to arrive at the tournament!  

Their were wins, draws and losses, fabulous goals, defensive 

play, and above all, great teamwork. A fantastic day for 

everyoneðthank you to Kings Hill football Club for hosting ð 

we canôt wait to do it all again next time! 

K e n t  S c h o o l s  D i s a b i l i t y  T o u r n a m e n t  


