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Inside this issue:  

Å Unveiling of pupil artwork  

Å FAWbulous projects 

Launch Event 

Å A fantastic results day 

Å EYFS Class Updates 

Dates for your diary:  

Monday 27th October ð First day of term 2 

Friday 31st October ð Spooky Clothes Day 

Monday 3rd November ð Parent Consultations 

Friday 14th November ð Children In Need 

Friday 5th December ð Christmas Jumper Day 

Saturday 6th December ð FAW Magical Grotto 

Wednesday 10th December ð Winter Fairs Loose 

Friday 12th December ð Winter Fair Snodland 

Wednesday 17th December ð Christmas Dinner 

Thursday 18th December ðChristmas Clothes & 
Parties 
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Our Cover Stars:  

Pupils at the unveiling of 

their artwork for Golding 

Homeôs hoarding art 

project (turn to page 3) 



As we come to the end of a busy and exciting first term, I would like 

to extend a very warm welcome to all our new pupils, parents, 

carers, and staff who have joined the Five Acre Wood community 

this year. It has been wonderful to see everyone settling in so well 

and embracing the spirit of our school. 

For those of you that have been with us for a while, you may have 

noticed that our newsletter has a new look! Each term, we will be 

featuring class updates from a particular learning approach, and 

this term we are focusing on EYFS. We hope you enjoy reading 

about all the fun, creativity, and discovery taking place in our 

youngest classes. 

This term has been filled with fantastic learning opportunities, 

special events, and new beginnings. We have supported a couple of important awareness days, 

including Jeans for Genes and wear yellow for World Mental Health Day, helping our pupils 

understand the value of empathy, inclusion, and kindness. 

We have also celebrated the launch of several exciting projects that are already making a real 

difference to school life ð including our radio station, roastery, library, soft play bus, and more. A 

huge thank you to everyone involved in bringing these initiatives to life. Without your support and 

generosity, we would not be seeing the many positives that have already come from these 

projects.  

It has been lovely to see our pupils making the most of the change in season, exploring the 

colours, textures, and magic of autumn in our outdoor learning environments. Our new forest 

school provision has provided a lovely space for play and exploration, fostering independent 

creative learners. 

It has also been wonderful to welcome families into school for coffee mornings and tailored stay 

and play sessions. The interaction and engagement between home and school are truly special 

and make such a positive impact on our pupilsô experiences. We recently had our Leading Parent 

Partnership Award (LPPA) reassessment which helps us strengthen further the partnership 

between home and school, supporting you and your childôs learning. Listening to your feedback, 

we hope the communications guide sent out recently has been helpful and we will continue to 

review and assess our methods, and will share the outcome of the LPPA assessment once it is 

complete. 

I must also take this opportunity to say a huge congratulations to our secondary pupils for their 

achievements and certificates this term ð your efforts and results make us all incredibly proud. 

Finally, thank you all for your continued support and hereôs to a fantastic year ahead at Five Acre 

Wood School! 
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Five Acre Wood School was recently invited by local housing provider 
Golding Homes to create artwork for the hoarding surrounding their 
new development in the Cambridge Crescent area of Shepway, 
where 236 new high-quality, affordable, and energy-efficient homes 
are being built. Golding Homes, and project partner Skillcrown, 
wanted to involve the local community in the transformation of their 
area so they reached out to us to help add colour and vibrancy to the 
hoardings.  

After pupils from Snodland had 
the opportunity to look around the 
Oxford Road site, pupils from 
both sites visited the Shepway 
hub on Northumberland Road to 
see their vibrant creations 
proudly displayed both inside and 
across the windows. The visit was filled with excitement as 
pupils eagerly spotted their own artwork, posed for 
photographs, and enjoyed a well-earned biscuit or two before 

taking a short walk to see their work officially unveiled ð enlarged and displayed for all to enjoy 
on the hoarding boards surrounding the building site. 

C r e a t i v i t y  i n  t h e  C o m m u n i t y   
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The colourful pieces, inspired by Romero Britto and Friedensreich Hundertwasser, centre around 
the themes of community, animals, love and sustainability. 
Each design radiates positivity and creativity, transforming the 

once plain hoarding 
boards into a joyful 
celebration of art and 
local spirit. Teacher 
Karine said: ñOur 
students fully embraced 
the opportunity to take 
part in the art project to 
celebrate in bold colours 
and patterns the building 
of the new and exciting 

housing development in our local community. The display 
looks absolutely amazing.ò Matt Arnold, Land and 
Development Director, Skillcrown added: ñItôs fantastic to see 
the studentsô creativity making such a positive impact in the 
heart of the Shepway 
community.ò 

You can see this 
fantastic addition on 
Cambridge Crescent, 
just a stoneôs throw 
away from our Oxford 
Road site ð a true 
testament to the 
talent of our students! 
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On 25th September, invited guests joined us to 
celebrate the launch of several pioneering projects at 
Five Acre Wood. The event began with inspiring 
speeches from staff, supporters, and pupils, followed by 
wonderful entertainment from our signing choir and 
Ellen Blane. Guests then enjoyed delicious catering 
from Grow 19 before touring the school to see the 
newly completed ventures in action.  

Our new additions include: 

The FAWbulous Bus ï a double-decker soft play 

bus generously donated by Norman and the team at Nu
-Venture, and brought to life through the support of 
trustees, fundraisers, and many others. 

The 7FAW7 ï a former Airbus A319 transformed into 

a fully accessible library, inspiring a love of reading. 
This visionary project, repurposing a fuselage to 
overcome spatial constraints, has created a cost-
effective and imaginative space that enriches our 
school environment. Just as the aircraft once took 
people on journeys across Europe, it now takes our 
pupils on journeys of discovery. 

The FAWtilus ï once a freefall lifeboat, now a 

distinctive counselling space supporting mental health 
and wellbeing. Its playful, imaginative design makes 
counselling feel welcoming rather than intimidating, 
helping to break down barriers around seeking support. 

Platform FAW ï a hands-on learning space where 

pupils can master real-world production skills in coffee 
roasting. With guidance from Esther Hope-Gibbs of 
Hope Espresso, this inspiring enterprise has firmly 
established us as one of only two schools in Europe 
with a roastery. 

The FAWtique ï our luxury farm and school shop, 

offering a unique space for pupils to gain invaluable 
retail and customer service experience. 

These projects have only been made possible through 
the generosity, creativity, and commitment of our entire 
community. Together, they are not just unique learning 
spaces but life-changing opportunities ð ensuring our 
pupils develop the skills, confidence, and joy they 
deserve. 

On behalf of everyone at Five Acre Wood: thank you. 
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Aillio Ltd 
Air Salvage International 
Aviva Insurance  
Cantiacorum Foundation  
Cartier the Jeweller 
Clive Lampard 
Coffee Hit Ltd 
Coffee World (UK) Ltd 
Costa Coffee 
David and Lynda SmithDavid Whittaker 
Davies Turner 
Fellow 
Five Acre Wood School 
Friends of Five Acre Wood and Grow 19 
Funding for all 
Green Coffee Collective 
Gregg Wallace 
Grounded Surfaces 

Hope Espresso 
Jackie Wilkins and Family 
JEC Electrical Contractors 
JEM Construction Ltd 
JENCO Controls and Export Ltd 
Kentish VW Club 
Marc Cananur 
Mocha Mondo Coffee 
Nu-Venture 
Optimize Steel 
Persimmon Homes 
Peter Laker 
Peter and Rose Hill 
Procter & Gamble 
Restoring Homes Ltd 
SEC Works 
The ABC Book Club 
The Bertha Chapter No 31 Freemason Lodge 

The Binnewith Freemason Lodge 
The Canterbury and District Welsh Society 
The Coppice Pub 
The Cobtree Trust 
The Cornwallis East Kent Freemasons 
Charity 
The Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons 
The Jenkinson Family and The Three Peaks 
Team  
The Kent Community Foundation 
The Mark Benevolent Fund 
The Pentalpha Freemason Lodge 
The Royal Military Freemason Lodge 
The Three Peaks Team 
The Queens Head 
Twelve Electric 
Vanquis 

WallArt by Promote Your School  

T h a n k  Y o u  
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At the beginning of October, we proudly hosted 
a wonderful evening celebrating the incredible 
achievements of our students from both our 
Snodland and Oxford Road sites. It was a 
lovely opportunity to recognise the hard work, 
perseverance, and progress of our students as 
they received certificates for the qualifications 
they achieved during the 2024ï25 academic 

year. 
 
This year, 
107 students 
across the 
school 
undertook 
qualifications 
ð 
collectively 
achieving an 

outstanding 323 individual awards! These 
qualifications, varying from ASDAN awards, 
BTECs, and Functional Skills, reflect the 
diverse learning pathways we offer, designed 
to celebrate every individualôs strengths, 
interests, and 
talents. 

Our KS4 
students 
achieved 
fantastic 
results 
through both 
the Formal 
Learning 
Approach and the Practical Learning 
Approach. Our Post-16 learners also shone 
brightly, achieving success through the 
Functional Learning Approach and the 
Sensory Learning Approach. 

We could not be prouder of every student for 
their hard work and resilience ð and of the 
incredible progress made by all. 
Congratulations to every one of our certificate 
recipients for their achievements and 
continued commitment to learning. We look 
forward to seeing what they accomplish next! 

N E W S  F R O M  A R O U N D  T H E  S C H O O L  

C e l e b r a t i n g  S u c c e s s e s  

This term, our Loose site welcomed families 
into school for our Coffee Mornings and Stay 
and Play sessions. It was wonderful to see 
so many friendly faces filling the classrooms 
and corridors, with children proudly sharing 
their daily learning environment with their 
grown-ups. Families had the chance to join 
in with a variety of activities, play alongside 
their children, 
and spend 
time talking 
with staff. The 
sessions were 
filled with fun, 
laughter, and 
plenty of 
memorable 
momentsðwe 
hope everyone 
who joined us enjoyed the experience as 
much as we did! 

C l a s s  O p e n  D a y s  

S t r u c t u r e d  A r t  G a l l e r y  

Secondary Structured hosted their annual 
Art Gallery event, transforming a marquee 
into a vibrant exhibition space that perfectly 
captured the feel of a professional gallery.  
After exploring 
various artists 
as part of their 
project-based 
learning, 
pupils created 
their own 
masterpieces. 
The results 
were nothing 
short of 
inspiring ð a true showcase of creativity, 
individuality, and skill. As well as creating 
stunning artwork, pupils designed their own 
invitations for the event, with Deenôs invite 
being chosen as the winner. Well done to 
everyone involved for making it such a 
memorable and successful event! 


